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World News xx%

Soccer star Mesut Ozil quits German
national team, citing racism, disrespect
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German soccer star Mesut Ozil
said on July 22 he would no longer
play for the national team because
he faced racism and disrespect.

His statement on Twitter comes
amid a political debate in Germany
about an influx of immigrants that
has seen a rise of the far-right at the
expense of traditional parties.

Ozil was a member of Germa-
ny’s World Cup-winning side in
2014 and has been voted by fans as
the team’s player of the year five
times since 2011.

But the 29-year-old Arsenal
midfielder faced a storm of criti-

cism at home after he and team-
mate Ilkay Giindogan posed for a
photo with Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan in May.

Both players, who are of Turkish
descent but were born in Germany,
were jeered by some German fans
in warmup games before the World
Cup in Russia. Ozil was one of the
scapegoats for Germany’s bad per-
formance in the World Cup.

“I will no longer be playing for
Germany at international level
whilst I have this feeling of racism
and disrespect,” Ozil said in his
statement. (Reuters)

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) poses for a photo with Mesut Ozil in London on

May 13 holding Ozil’s Arsenal shirt. Presidential Press Service/Pool via AP
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Man fires at Toronto restaurants, killing 2
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A man firing a handgun into res-
taurants and cafes as he walked
along a Toronto street killed a
10-year-old girl and an 18-year-old
woman and injured 13 others, be-
fore dying after an exchange of
gunfire with police on the night of
July 22, police said.

The mass shooting on Danforth
Avenue in the Greektown neigh-
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borhood stunned people in this
normally safe city.

The family of the gunman,
29-year-old Faisal Hussain, said in
a statement he had a long history of
psychosis and depression.  (AP)
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N Korea dismantling launch site: US group
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North Korea appears to have be-
gun dismantling key facilities at
the country’s engine testing site for
ballistic missiles, a U.S. research
group said July 23, citing recent
satellite imagery.

If confirmed, the move would
mark a first step toward fulfilling a
promise North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un made to U.S. President

Donald Trump during their summit
in June in Singapore.

The site in northwestern North
Korea has been used to test large
liquid-fueled rocket engines.

(Kyodo)
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G20 calls for dialogue over rising trade risks
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Financial officials from the
Group of 20 nations called July 22
for more dialogue on trade dis-
putes that threaten global econom-
ic growth.

The call came at the end of a
two-day meeting in Buenos Aires
of finance ministers and central
bankers of the leading rich and de-
veloping economies, as the U.S.

clashes with China and other na-
tions over trade.

A final communiqué from the
G20 warns of rising risks to the
global economy over the short and
medium terms. (AP)
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Greece’s deadliest wildfires in decades kill 74
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As deadly blazes engulfed pop-
ular summer resort spots near Ath-
ens, the death toll from Greece’s
deadliest wildfires in decades
climbed to 74 on July 24.

The fires broke out on July 23,
spreading quickly and trapping
hundreds on beaches. A day later,
they still were not extinguished.

Rescue crews continued to
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search land and sea for survivors.
There was no official count of the
missing.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
on July 24 declared three days of
national mourning. (AP)
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